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RS-232 Remote – Utilizing Read Switches 
APPLICABLE DEVICES 

RS-232 REMOTE TRANSMITTER (MC-REM-RS232) 
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1. Utilizing Read Switches with the RS-232 Remote 
MicroRidge offers various read switches, including Hand Switches and Foot Switches, for users to 
conveniently trigger readings.  

 With the MobileCollect system, a read switch can be used with both the Remote and the Base. This leads 
to the ultimate in configurability and thus user ergonomics. Keep in mind that is some cases both Bases 
and Remotes can be used with read switches simultaneously.  

In addition to onboard print buttons, many devices have serial commands that can be sent to the RS-232 
port to request a reading. Other devices continually output a stream of data or require a hardware 
handshake signal to request a reading. The RS-232 Remote read switch port can be programmed to 
capture a reading from all 3 options. Base Receiver read switch ports can be programmed to send a serial 
command. 

Note: These setup steps must be completed after RS-232 Remote Pairing and Initial Setup are 
completed.  
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2. Setting up the RS-232 Remote Read Switch Port 
1. Connect the RS-232 Remote to the PC via USB. Change the Setup program to look for Remotes. 
2. Find the Remote. 
3. Navigate to the “RS-232 Remote Setup Tab” 

 

4. Check the “Enable read switch” Option. 
5.  Select the desired read switch action: 

5a. “Serial device sends continoulsy, only accpet read with a read switch press” is used when 
the RS-232 device is printing a continuous stream of data. This is common with some 
weigh scales. When this option is selected the RS-232 Remote ignore the outputs until the 
read swtich is pressed. After the read swtich is pressed, the RS-232 remote captures a 
single reading to transmit to the Base. 

5b. “Set handshake low for XXX msec” is used when the RS-232 device sends data when one of 
the handshake pins is held low. You can specify the time the RS-232 Remote hold the line 
low to match the required timing of the RS-232 Device.  

5c. “Command String” is used when the RS-232 device has a serial command to print a 
reading. The serial command should be in the user manual of the RS-232 device. Make sure 
to include an EOP characters as necessary. In this example the command “?{CR}” is used.  

i. Note: Any command can be programmed to the read swtich. For example an “Zero” 
or “Tare” Command can be programmed here.  

6. The RS-232 Remote has the option to repeat the read swtich command at a user defined rate. The 
selected read swtich action will be repeated at the defined rate as long as the read switch is 
pressed. 

7. Once the desired read swtich action is defined, send the setup to the RS-232 Remote. 
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3. Setting up the Base Receiver Read Switch Port 
1. Connect the Base Receiver to the PC via USB. Change the Setup program to look for Bases. 
2. Find the Base. 
3. Click on the “Read Swtich Control” Button 

 

4. The “Read Switch Control” Window will appear with dropdown options for the Base Receiver’s 
read switch ports. Most full size Base Receivers have 1 front read switch, but the Wedge Base can 
be configured with 3 read switch ports. 

5. Select “Send Command to RS-232 Remote” in the drop down menu for the “Front left” read swtich 
port 

 

6. Select the desired RS-232 remote in the “Remote ID” drop down list. The drop down menu finds 
any RS-232 Remotes paired to a channel only. 
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https://www.microridge.com/shop/mobilecollect-bases/wedge-base-evo/
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7. Enter the serial command for the RS-232 device connected to the remote.  
8. Press “OK” to confirm the read switch port setup. 

 

9. To finalize the setup, send the update parameters to the Base. 
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